[CC] [Ben Kozeba] gave [Eleazar] one good kick and 
killed him. 


[DD] Forthwith an echo came forth and proclaimed the 
following verse: 


[EE] “Woe to my worthless shepherd, who deserts the 
flock! May the sword smite his arm and his right eye! 
Let his arm [69a] be wholly withered, his right eye 
utterly blinded!” (Zech 11:17). 


[FF] “You have murdered Eleazar of Modiin, the arm of all 
Israel and their right eye. Therefore may the right arm 
of that man wither, may his right eye be utterly 
blinded!” 


[GG] Forthwith Betar was taken, and Ben Kozebah was 
killed. 


[HH] They came and brought his head to Hadrian. He 
said, “Who killed this man?” 


M] A Samaritan said, “I killed him.” 
[JJ] He said to him, “Show me his corpse.” 
[KK] He showed him his corpse. 


[LL] He found a large snake wrapped around him. He 
said, “If it were not God who had killed him, who 
could have killed him?” 


[MM] And concerning him he cited the following 
verse: “[How should one chase a thousand, and two 
put ten thousand to flight], unless their Rock had 
sold them, and the Lord had given them up?” (Deut. 
32:30). 


[NN] Now they kept slaughtering [the Jews] until a 
horse sunk into blood up to his nose, and the blood 
would roll boulders weighing forty seahs until the 
blood flowed four mils into the sea. 


[OO] Now if you might want to suppose that Betar was 
near the sea, in fact it was forty mils from the sea. 


[PP] They said: “They found three hundred babies’ 
skulls on a single rock, and they found three baskets 
of boxes for tefillin, each weighing nine seahs. And 


